In 1993 | personally asked Neal Maxwell a question: “As an apostle of the lord Jesus Christ, have you
seen the savior?” He was embarrassed and could not answer that question, he finally told me to read
an article about someone else’s dream. Many in high positions feign authority from a self proclaimed
importance. Neal is a fraud, | do not endorse these men in any way. | was excommunicated shortly af-
ter this encounter with Neal, they said if | could not follow them with blind obedience | was an apos-
tate. Excommunication is the greatest gift | could have received. | am now a free agent able to com-
municate with God without interference from any self proclaimed man.

Meeting the Challenges of Today
Neal A. Maxwell
Oct 10, 1978

Thank you very much, President Oaks; and thank you, sisters, for that lovely music. This is al-
ways a great experience for any of us to have.

Often, when speaking to student leaders in higher education, | have used the analogy that—in a
university—the faculty, staff, and administration are like the natives, and the students are like
the tourists. In many ways, a recurring devotional speaker is more like one of the natives. Even
so, | thank President Oaks for once again extending this precious privilege to me. You may con-
clude today, however, that | am becoming more like a tourist, since | shall try to cover two topics
in order to make the most of these fleeting moments.

Discipleship includes good citizenship; and in this connection, if you are careful students of the
statements of the modern prophets, you will have noticed that with rare exceptions—especially
when the First Presidency has spoken out—the concerns expressed have been over moral issues,
not issues between political parties. The declarations are about principles, not people, and caus-
es, not candidates. On occasions, at other levels in the Church, a few have not been so discreet,
SO wise, or so inspired.

But make no mistake about it, brothers and sisters; in the months and years ahead, events will re-
quire of each member that he or she decide whether or not he or she will follow the First Presi-
dency. Members will find it more difficult to halt longer between two opinions (see 1 Kings
18:21).

President Marion G. Romney said, many years ago, that he had “never hesitated to follow the
counsel of the Authorities of the Church even though it crossed my social, professional, or politi-
cal life” (CR, April 1941, p. 123). This is a hard doctrine, but it is a particularly vital doctrine in a
society which is becoming more wicked. In short, brothers and sisters, not being ashamed of the
gospel of Jesus Christ includes not being ashamed of the prophets of Jesus Christ.

We are now entering a period of incredible ironies. Let us cite but one of these ironies which is
yet in its subtle stages: we shall see in our time a maximum if indirect effort made to establish ir-
religion as the state religion. It is actually a new form of paganism that uses the carefully pre-
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served and cultivated freedoms of Western civilization to shrink freedom even as it rejects the
value essence of our rich Judeo-Christian heritage.

[...]

(Full speech available at https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/neal-a-maxwell_meeting-challenges-today/)
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